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Unit Plan 

Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, Birmingham’s “Actionist” 

 

Setting the Context 

Prior to introducing the unit, the teacher reads aloud the book We Were the Fire: Birmingham 

1963, by Shelia P. Moses, here, a fictional account of the courage young people showed in 

Birmingham's Children's Crusade. (Optional) 

Day One 

Step 1: Students start by watching the following video to be introduced to Reverend Fred 

Shuttlesworth, https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/multimedia/fred-shuttlesworth.html. 

Step 2: Students read excerpts from a young people’s biography, Fred Shuttlesworth: Civil 

Rights Actionist, by William A. Nunnelley, here; pages 48-52 and 53-56.  

Questions for pages 48-52 

1. Why did Reverend Shuttlesworth argue that he needed to work integrate buses in Birmingham 

immediately? Use evidence from pages 48-52 to support your arguments. 

2. Why was it important Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth attempted to integrate buses in 

Birmingham? Use evidence from pages 48-52 to support your arguments. 

Questions for pages 53-56 

1. Why did Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth attempt to integrate Phillips High School? Use 

evidence from pages 53-56 to support your arguments. 

2. Why was it important Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth attempted to integrate Phillips High 

School? Use evidence from pages 53-56 to support your arguments. 

Step 3: There is a class debriefing where students share their answers with the class. The teacher 

clarifies any misconceptions by the students. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/60097426-we-were-the-fire?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=9ZTRSKmgR0&rank=1
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/multimedia/fred-shuttlesworth.html
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/2629083-fred-shuttlesworth
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Day Two 

Step 1: While working in small groups, the teacher should hand out Day 2 Photos for students to 

spread out on their desk. Day 2 – Graphic Organizer will help students analyze the 

photographs. 

• What do you see? What do you think is happening in each photograph? 

• What questions do you have?  

This should take 15 to 25 minutes.  

Step 2: While working in small groups, the teacher should hand out Day 2 Text for students to 

read. These are captions for the photographs. Some of the captions will be used more than once. 

Have students try to apply the captions to the photographs. This should take 15 to 25 minutes.  

Step 3: There is a class debriefing where students share their answers with the class. The teacher 

clarifies any misconceptions by the students. 

Day Three 

Step 1: Watch first 17 minutes of Gloria Washington Lewis Randall’s oral history: 

https://kidsinbirmingham1963.org/marching-for-freedom-led-to-many-days-in-jail/    

Step 2: Read Gloria’s oral history 

Step 3: Make connections to the material from Days 1 and 2, both the book and the 

photographs. Ask students to review the photographs again to see places, events, and people that 

Gloria talked about in her oral history. Have students make a list of “connections” between 

Gloria and the photographs.  

Step 4: There is a class debriefing where students share their answers with the class. The teacher 

clarifies any misconceptions by the students. 

Day Four: 

Students observe and respond to a new play, "Fred and Ruby," by playwright Felix Crutcher, II, 

commissioned by Vulcan Park & Museum. Through the play, students learn about the public and 

private struggles of being a family in the spotlight, and the triumph of seeing unjust laws 

changed. This standards-based play helps teachers meet goals related to local history, the civil 

rights movement, and the theatrical arts. The play is available for in-school performances starting 

in the fall of 2025. Visit Vulcan's website for public dates. To learn more, email Casey 

Gamble at cgamble@visitvulcan.com. 

Step 1: Introduce the actors and explain the purpose of the activity. 

Step 2: Actors perform a read-through of a new play.  

Step 3: Have a debriefing in which the students can ask the actors questions about Fred and 

Ruby Shuttlesworth. 

https://kidsinbirmingham1963.org/marching-for-freedom-led-to-many-days-in-jail/
https://visitvulcan.com/learn/outreach/
mailto:cgamble@visitvulcan.com
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Day Five:  

Step 1: Students independently complete the following writing prompt. 

Assume the role of a newspaper reporter in Birmingham. Write a eulogy for Reverend Fred 

Shuttlesworth. Your eulogy should summarize Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth’s civil rights 

advocacies in Birmingham and his overall impact on the city. You should cite evidence in 

parenthesis from sources examined over the course of the project. Your eulogy should be a half 

page in length.  

Step 2: Students complete the graphic organizer for their eulogy.  

Day 6: 

Step 1: Students write their eulogy using the graphic organizer. 
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