
 

Day 1, #1 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 
Reading Prompt: Have you ever heard of Rosa Parks? These are Rosa Parks’s 
actual fingerprints. 
 

 
 
Do you know why Rosa Parks was arrested?  
 

 
 

These primary source materials accompany the unit “We Are All Birmingham: Local History through Primary Sources and Writing,” at this 
link:  https://kidsinbirmingham1963.org/class/we-are-all-birmingham-local-history-through-primary-sources-and-writing/.  See more at 
kidsinbirmingham1963.org.  
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Day 1, #2 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 
Reading Prompt: This Montgomery Alabama City Code (or set of rules) was 
written for public buses in 1952.  
 

 

Montgomery City Code: Chapter 6, Section 11 
 

"Any employee in charge of a bus operated in the city shall 
have the powers of a police officer of the city while in actual 
charge of any bus, for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of the preceding section, and it shall be unlawful for 
any passenger to refuse or fail to take a seat among those 
assigned to the race to which he belongs, at the request of any 
such employee in charge, if there is such a seat vacant.  The 
first ten seats are reserved for whites. The last ten seats were 
for blacks.  The seats in between are open seating until space is 
needed for whites." 
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Day 1, #3 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 

Reading Prompt: A Montgomery, Alabama law made Rosa Parks—a Black 
woman—give up her bus seat for a White man. She refused and was arrested 
on December 1, 1955.  
 

 
 
This is an actual photograph of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which started 
after Rosa Parks’s arrest and lasted for an entire year! 
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Day 1, #4 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 

Reading Prompt: This is Montgomery Police’s report after arresting Rosa Parks. 
 

These primary source materials accompany the unit “We Are All Birmingham: Local History through Primary Sources and Writing,” at this 
link:  https://kidsinbirmingham1963.org/class/we-are-all-birmingham-local-history-through-primary-sources-and-writing/.  See more at 
kidsinbirmingham1963.org.  

https://kidsinbirmingham1963.org/class/we-are-all-birmingham-local-history-through-primary-sources-and-writing/?doing_wp_cron=1783443671
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fkidsinbirmingham1963.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cibmccluskey%40wm.edu%7C80184e6c07c842bdcb0008ded8502454%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C639186035880993115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dgn8Z%2BeAR%2FWIZBIIba4n7dyQwph2dm6nBzlqBjyWTuU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fkidsinbirmingham1963.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cibmccluskey%40wm.edu%7C80184e6c07c842bdcb0008ded8502454%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C639186035880993115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Dgn8Z%2BeAR%2FWIZBIIba4n7dyQwph2dm6nBzlqBjyWTuU%3D&reserved=0


 

Day 1, #5 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 

Reading Prompt: This diagram was used in Rosa Parks’s court case. The U.S. 
Supreme Court outlawed segregation of public busing because of Mrs. Parks.  
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Day 1, #6 – Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks 
 

Reading Prompt: These are staged photographs featuring famous folks in the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott.  
 
Mrs. Rosa Parks 
 

 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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Day 1, #7 – March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

Reading Prompt: African Americans peacefully protested during the March on 
Washington in 1963. Look carefully at their signs. What are they asking for? 
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Day 1, #8 – March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

Reading Prompt: During the March on Washington in 1963, lots of different 
people joined. Read the signs and look carefully at the faces. Who else 
supported African Americans’ march? What groups of people do you see?  
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Day 1, #9 – March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

Reading Prompt: Dr. King’s memorable speech is abridged, which means it is 
shortened and made easier to read. Remember that Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation! 
 

 
 

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. 
A long time ago, a great American signed the Emancipation Proclamation. It gave hope to 
millions of slaves.  
But one hundred years later, the we are still is not free.  
One hundred years later, our lives are still sadly hurt by segregation and discrimination.  
One hundred years later, we live on an island of poverty in an ocean of wealth.  
Let us not be sad and despair, my friends. 
Even though we face difficulties today and tomorrow, I have a dream. It is the American 
dream. 
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its belief 
that says "All men are created equal." 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons 
of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 
I have a dream today! 
And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing 
with new meaning: 

My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. 
Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, 
From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 
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Day 1, #10 – March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King 
 

Reading Prompt: This is an important newspaper’s front-page the day after the 
March! 
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Day 2, #1 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: This newspaper reported on the first day of the Birmingham 
Children’s March. Why are children being arrested? 
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Day 2, #2 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: These African American youth are sprayed by firefighters’ 
hoses who want to interrupt their protest. 
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Day 2, #3 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: Describe everything you see about the children and adults in 
this image, including their clothes, ages, and messages. 
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Day 2, #4 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: African American children and teenagers peacefully marched. 
Look carefully at their signs. What were they asking for? 
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Day 2, #5 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: This is Audrey Faye Hendricks, one of the children that 
participated in the Birmingham Children’s March. She is also the main 
character of The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a 
Young Civil Rights Activist by Cynthia Levinson. Imagine Audrey’s age, 
experiences, and ideas when this photograph was taken. 
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Day 2, #6 – Birmingham Kids March 
 

Reading Prompt: This is Melvin Todd, who lived in Birmingham. Read carefully 
about how his experiences were similar to or different from others. 
 

Birmingham, Alabama was the most segregated city in America.  It 
was the model of Jim Crow America. It was designed by the White 
Ruling Class to make Colored Citizens feel inferior. It also made 
ignorant White people feel that they were special and superior to any 
and all Colored people.  
 
My daddy was a steelworker at the Tennessee Coal & Iron Company 
(TCI). [African American] workers at TCI could only work at the jobs 
[that paid the least money]…those that were the most dangerous and 
required heavy lifting. The White steelworkers had locker rooms with 
showers. The Colored steelworkers had only lockers. … 
 
Hospitals in the city had wards designated as White Only and Colored 
Only. … The Colored wards were always located in places that were 
prone to the easy spread of disease. …  
 
Even the cemeteries of the city were segregated. Cemeteries for Whites 
were serene and beautiful places. …  
 
The White neighborhoods had paved streets with streetlights and 
sanitary sewers.  My neighborhood streets were unpaved. They were 
often covered with gravel or slag from the area steel plants. …  
 
The city buses were segregated.  Colored people [had to] ride in the 
rear of the bus. … Colored people had to pay their fare to the bus 
driver, then walk outside and enter through the rear door of the bus. 
Many times, the bus driver would take off before some of the Colored 
passengers could make it to the rear door. 
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Name ____________________________ 

Reading Prompt: Virginia Jones was a 17-year-old white girl in 1963. Her story 
has been abridged, or shortened down. Bull Connor was Birmingham’s 
Commissioner of Public Safety, who many people felt was racist.  
 

I lived over the mountain in Homewood. I never realized until recently 
how isolated we were back then …  There was so much that I never 
knew. We only saw what the Birmingham News chose to print which as 
I recall wasn’t much and the little news we saw on TV. Growing up in 
Crestwood as a young girl I lived just about 3 blocks from Bull 
Connor’s home and had no idea what an evil man he would become. 

After graduation from Auburn University I taught in an all-black 
school in Georgia. My roommate and I [were the first white teachers at 
the school]. I will never forget the acceptance and help from the 
faculty that year. … I think our city has come a long way but I think 
there is still so much prejudice that is more cleverly hidden these days. 
As the Peace Pole says at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church says, 
“May Peace Prevail on Earth.” Indeed. 
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We’ve Got a Job by Cynthia Levinson Questions 
Name: __________________________ 

How does the text 
describe the 
resistance that civil 
rights activists 
faced when trying 
to remove Jim Crow 
segregation laws? 
Use evidence from 
page 136 to support 
your arguments. 

What were the 
causes that led to 
the Birmingham 
Children’s Crusade? 
Use evidence from 
page 69 to support 
your arguments. 

How did the African 
American community 
work together to plan 
the Birmingham 
Children’s Crusade? 
Use evidence from 
page 71 to support 
your arguments. 

How is the second 
day of the 
Birmingham 
Children’s March 
described? Use 
evidence from 
pages 81 and 82 to 
support your 
arguments. 
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Day 4, #1 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1964  
 

Reading Prompt: What can you learn from this Birmingham Post Herald June 17, 
1964, p. 1 article?  
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Day 4, #2 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1964  
 

Reading Prompt: How does Birmingham Post Herald August 10, 1964, p. 1 (from 
p. 12) discuss benefits for the merger?  
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Day 4, #2.1 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1964  
 

What is implied from this Birmingham Post Herald August 10, 1964, p. 12 (from 
p. 1) on why people opposed the merger attempt in 1964 in a similar way to 
1959?  
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Day 4, #3 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1964  
 

Why would anti-merger forces want to debate the “school question” as seen in 
the Birmingham Post Herald August 17, 1964, p. 1 (from p.9)?  
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 Day 4, #4 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1964  

 
Reading Prompt: How does this Birmingham Post Herald August 26, 1964, p. 1 
(from 11) describe why people voted to defeat the merger attempts?  
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Day 4, #5 – Homewood in 1970 
 

Reading Prompt: Below is page 114 from the book Shades Cahaba: The First 
100 Years. What reasons are given on this page for the creation of the 
Homewood City Schools system? How are the reasons for creating the 
Homewood City Schools given similar to the newspaper clips you have looked 
at? 
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Day 4, #6 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1959  
 

Reading Prompt: What can you learn from this Birmingham 
News April 7, 1959 p. 1 article?  
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Day 4, #7 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1959 
 

Reading Prompt: What can you learn from this Birmingham News April 7, 1959 
p.6 article? 
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Day 4, #8 – Mountain Brook and Homewood in 1959  
 

Reading Prompt: How does this Birmingham News April 17, 1959 p.1 article 
connect with the previous articles?  
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National Timeline Events 
 
Directions: cut each sentence into a strip. Arrange the strips in order from first to last on your desk.  
 
 
The Supreme Court Case Brown vs. The Board of Education ends school 
segregation.  
 
The Civil Rights Act passes.  
 
Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a city bus.  
 
Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated.  
 
The Voting Rights Act passes.  
 
The Supreme Court Case Plessy vs. Ferguson decides that segregation is legal 
if facilities are separate but equal.  
 
Martin Luther King Jr. leads the March on Washington.  

 

These primary source materials accompany the unit “We Are All Birmingham: Local History through Primary Sources and Writing,” at this 
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Key:  
 
1896: The Supreme Court Case Plessy vs. Ferguson decides that segregation is 
legal if facilities are separate but equal.  
 
1954: The Supreme Court Case Brown vs. The Board of Education ends school 
segregation.  
 
1955: Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a city bus.  
 
August 28, 1963: Martin Luther King Jr. leads the March on Washington.  
 
July 2, 1964: The Civil Rights Act passes.  
 
1965: The Voting Rights Act passes.  
 
1968: Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated.  
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Directions: cut each sentence into a strip. Arrange the strips in order from first to last.  
 
Later on May 2, 1963: More than a thousand children are jailed in Birmingham.  
 
1970: Homewood City Schools are established.  
 
1959: Homewood and Mountain Brook vote against joining Birmingham for the 
first time.  
 
Morning of May 2, 1963: The Children’s March happens.  
 
1871: A Cholera outbreak drives people out of Birmingham and into the 
Homewood area.  
 
1964: Homewood votes against joining Birmingham for the second time.  
 
1926: Homewood is founded.  
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